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Human Computation
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Definition

Linked Data as "a term used to describe a 
recommended best practice for exposing, sharing, and 
connecting pieces of data, information, and knowledge  

on the Semantic Web using URIs and RDF."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linked_Data
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Raw data now!
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Sounds great.  
What’s the catch?
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It takes the big step of fundamentally 
rethinking applications and their integration
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Not applications on the web, but of the web.
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The World of 
(non)Actionable Data
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A practical use case
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The Library of Congress
Digital Preservation 

•180+ Partners

•Located across the globe

•Groups have different charters, goals, budgets

•Many of these groups would benefit from sharing 
and connecting their data

•But it exists in many disconnected silos...
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A Solution

•Empower users to create their own views of 
data to satisfy different job roles and changing 
needs

•Build a community around the data in which 
users help each other to curate and connect as 
needed

•Skip the supermodel - Leave data in the 
multiple “best of breed” systems;  wrap and 
expose using the Web as a platform
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•Software service allows rapid combination of 
private and public information, style it, share it

•A tool which makes collection easier to find, 
access and share

•An enabler of new insights into patterns and 
relationships inherent to data

• A framework that supports sharing of best 
practices; building a network of trust and 
participation around a common goal
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Human annotation
Machine augmentation
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Enhancing access:  
• Easy to expose collections via the Web

Connecting islands of information:  
• Collections available from one access point

• Access and connect data across multiple 
collections

Creating and preserving the community:

• Share best practices across communities

• Establish a network of trust and participation

Open data opens new doors...

Linked Data Communities
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"It is not the strongest of the species that 
survives, or the most intelligent, but the one most 

responsive to change."   -- Charles Darwin
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thank you

Eric Miller
em@zepheira.com
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